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NORMS VIOLATED
-Students, minor used to

frisk KPSC test candidates

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Mangaluru
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A controversy erupted after

students were allegedly used

for frisking of candidates dur-
ing the examination for the

post of Junior Assistant Group

C in Karnataka State Audits

and Accounts Department by
the Karnataka Public Service

Commission (KPSC)atacentre |

in Mangaluru on Sunday.
The exam was conducted at

the Government Women'’s Col-
lege at Balmatta in Mangaluru

on Sunday. However, some of
the candidates appearing for
the exam alleged that untrained
students, including a minor,
from co]leges around the city
were used for screening the
candidates while entering the
- exam hall and accused KPSC of

conducting the exam in an un |

. professional manner. -
. In the viral videos, some of
the students, 1nclud1ngra mi-
1Or, are seen screening the can-
didates using metal detectors.
The KPSC has instructed that
mobile jammers, biometric
face detection and body cam-
eras should be used at exam
centres to prevent malpractice

g

Students, mcludmg a mlnnr fnskmg

candldates appeanng for the exam

and use of electromc, devices.
Some of the candidates, how-
ever, alleged that KPSC d1d not
make proper arrangements
and failed to adhere to the
guidelines while conductm
the exam. The exam centre sy.-
pervisor  said KPSC has out.-
sourced an agency to conduct
the exam. “Those engaged in the
screening process were not from
our college, but were outsourceq
by Btg%tlag?incx” she said.
eader Basanagoud

til Yatnal criticised IgPSCaOII:E_
cials and posted on X, saying jt

shows how prepared KPSC iStg
conduct the exammatlon
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Undeterred by dyslexia

While there is awareness of learning
disabilities in primary and middle
school, what about students at the

senior levels and in higher education?

Shweta Sharan

hen Ben-
galuru-
based stu-
dent Jor-
dan Hereford was
diagnosed with learning
disabilities, his family ho-
meschooled him until
Class 10. They struggled to
find a senior secondary
school but finally disco-
vered a CISCE-affiliated
school in Bengaluru that
supported him during this
crucial stage. This proved
to be a turning point.

“He topped Class 12 in
Economics and Accoun-
tancy, and won five priz-
es,” says his sister, Tamara.
“He studied Journalism,
International  Relations
and Public Policy in St. Jo-
seph’s University in Benga-
luru, which also encour-
aged him.”

While there is more
awareness in schools in In-
dia at the primary and
middle school levels, what
happens to students with
learning difficulties at the
senior secondary and col-
lege levels?

At the secondary and
senior secondary levels,

Students with learning
disabilities mostly take
up visual
communication and
home science, but
colleges should make
other majors and
disciplines accessible

cM
K §

many students with learn-
ing disabilities opt for the
National Institute of Open
Schooling (NIOS), a nation-
al level education board in
India that provides flexibil-
ity in taking exams and a
choice of different sub-
jects.

Positive developments
Mangala Jayachandran,
Director of Special Educa-
tion (Retired) at Lady An-
dal Venkatasubba Rao
School and Head, Lady An-
dal House of Children
(NIOS), is a pioneer in the
special education space in
Chennai. She observes
that when schools ramp
up support in the senior
secondary level, remarka-
ble things happen.
“Children who were
sent away from other
schools bloomed under
our care and have become
entrepreneurs, artists, CE-
Os and achievers in
sports,” she says. “Most of
our students have pursued
their higher studies either
in reputed institutions in
Chennai or abroad, or
even vocational training.”
She believes that there
are positive developments
for students with dyslexia
in higher education, with
procedures to secure eligi-
bility certificates and con-
cessions extended by the
Tamil Nadu Government
in the undergraduate col-
lege level. Every education
board in India offers exam
concessions and access ar-

rangements for students
with special needs.

Arnav Jain, a student
with learning disabilities,
is currently in the final
year of Bachelor of Busi-

ness Management and
Marketing (BBMM) with a
specialisation in Marketing
at the Narsee Monjee Insti-
tute of Management Stu-
dies (NMIMS) in Mumbai,
which allows the use of a
laptop, a scribe and a read-
aloud service for dyslexic
students. He also hosts a
podcast called Fireside
Chat Show with Arnav Jain,
which explores his journey
when it comes to dyslexia.

He finds that many col-
leges and universities in In-
dia are unwilling to accept
students with learning dif-
ficulties or those who fin-
ish senior secondary ex-
ams in NIOS. “Colleges feel
that students with learning
disabilities may not be able
to cope with the rigour of
an undergraduate pro-
gramme,” he says. Jain
scored very well in the
NPAT, the NMIMS entrance
exam.

Vocational programmes
The Bachelor of Vocation
degree is a great way for
students with learning dis-
abilities to access training
embedded in real-life work
environments. Many top
colleges in India now offer

GETTY IMAGES/ISTOCKPHOTG

a B.Voc.

It's not just dyslexics
who benefit from vocation-
al training. The German
vocational education and
training system Is re-
nowned worldwide and
can be a great way to ad-
dress the global skills gap.
The All India Council for
Technical Education
(AICTE) stated in 2022 that
Bachelor of Vocation
courses will be treated on
par with an engineering di-
ploma or a B.Sc. for a later-
al entry into B.Tech.

D. Chandrasekhar, pre-
sident of the Madras Dys-
lexia Association, observes
that students with learning
disabilities do not auto-
matically get accepted into
colleges. Acceptance i
sporadic, largely due to the
painstaking efforts of the
parents.

“Students with learning
disabilities mostly take up
visual communication and
home science, but colleges
should make other majors
and disciplines accessible
to them,” he says.

Until then, students
with learning disabilities
need to spot the right op-
portunities and fight for
better representation in
HEIs in India.

The writer is a freelance journalist

based in Mumbai and the founder of

Bangalore Schools, a Facebook
parent community,



Kerala Governor and student outfit get into
tussle over banners at Calicut University

Enraged by the banners put up by CPIM)-backed SF1 against him on the campus, Khan pulls up police for ‘insult’ and ensures removal of some of

them; he summons Vice-Chancellor; SFI activists raise banners again and take out march; outfit likely to continue protest at the university today

The Hindu Bureau
KOZHIEODE

he stand-off bet-
T ween Kerala Gover-
nor Arf Mo

hammed Khan and the
ruling CPI{M)-backed Stu-
dents Federation of India
(SFI) at the University of
Calicut in Malappuram dis-
trict escalated to dramatic
scenes on Sunday night,
with Mr. Khan forcing the
police to remove some
banners put up against
him on the campus and the
SF1 activists erecting them
again.

There were

no  unto-

ward incidents at the un-
iversity till evening as the
SFI did not stage any prot-
est against Mr. Khan, who
stayed at the guest house
for the second consecutive
day. Hundreds of police
personnel continued to
stay put on the campus.

In the afternoon, he ob-
jected to banners against
him put up on the campus.
The banners read ‘Chan-
cellor go back’, ‘Sanghi
Chancellor wapas jao’.

He was seen asking Raj
Bhavan officials to instruct
the university Vice-Chan-
cellor to take steps to re-
move them. However, the

Mistar chanceiior This is KERALA

| __"ﬂ.‘

Not relenting: A banner raised by 5F1 activists against the Governor
on the Calicut University campus on Sunday. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

banners remained there till
the evening. Since it was a
holiday, university officials
were not in offices and the
police reportedly did not

wish to enter the campus
without a directive from
the Vice-Chancellor,

This apparently infuriat-
ed Mr. Khan, who came

out of the guest house
around 7 p.m. and shouted
at the police officials, in-
cluding Malappuram Supe-
rintendent of Police S. 5a-
sidharan. “Don't think you
will go unaccountable... Is
the SFI running the univer-
sity? They will put banners
and you will have them
there,” he said. Calling the
police “shameless people”,
he asked themn, “You want
to insult me. If the Chief
Minister is staying here,
will you allow this?”

Mr. Khan also said that
this Chief Minister was not
going to remain there fo-
rever. He then ensured that

all the banners in the vicin-
ity were removed. He also
summoned Vice-Chanecel-
lor M.K. Jayaraj to the guest
house and spoke to him.

Soon after, SFI leaders
arrived and entered into an
argument with the police.
Later, they raised banners
saying ‘Mister Chancellor,
this is Kerala', and ‘Down
down Chancellor’. A prot-
est march too was taken
out and slogans were writ-
ten on the road.

The SFI is likely to conti-
nue its protest when the
Governor opens a seminar
on the campus on Monday
evening.
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Cyberthreats: Centre sets up
secure e-mail network for
staft of critical departments

Vijaita Singh
NEW DELHI

In the wake of cyberat-
tacks, the Centre has set up
a secure e-mail network for
10,000 users in critical Mi-
nistries and departments,
a senior government offi-
cial has said. The e-mail
system that works on Zero
Trust Authentication (ZTA)
has been designed by the
National Informatics
Centre (NIC).

“User name and pass-
words are not enough;
now a two-factor authenti-
cation has been activated.
Other than passwords, fa-
cial recognition or biomet-
rics is required. The log-in
and log-out times are re-
corded and monitored,”
the official said.

The measures to streng-
then cybersecurity come
in the wake of multiple

cyberattack attempts to
target critical installations
and government websites
such as the November 23,
2022 cyberattack at the All
India Institute of Medical
Sciences in the national
capital. The attack crip-
pled the servers and e-hos-
pital services for more
than a month.

However, in February
this year, Digital India Cor-
poration (DIC), a not-for-
profit company set up by
the Ministry of Electronics
and Information Technolo-
gy (MeitY), invited bids
from private players to se-
lect cloud service provid-
ers to “operate, manage
and migrate existing pro-
jects as well as future pro-
jects.” The DIC is currently
working on various pro-
jects of national impor-
tance such as Digilocker,
Poshan Tracker, MyS-

cheme, Umang, APISetu,
NCW, Kisan Sarathi, Aca-
demic Bank of Credits,
etc., which run on cloud
services provided by Ama-
zon Web Services.

The scope of the bid al-
so included migrating the
e-mail services of govern-
ment employees to a priv-
ate player, currently han-
dled by the NIC. Though
the government did not
make any announcements,
the Hindustan Times re-
ported on September 12
that the government has
selected Chennai-based
business solutions provid-
er Zoho to handle the e-
mail services.

The NIC has also imple-
mented an e-office with go-
vernment offices being en-
couraged to go fully digital.
The e-office has been
adopted fully in 75 Minis-
tries.

%
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An overview of the European Union’s
Artificial Intelligence Act

The objectives of the EU Al Act, the worlds first legislation on Al are to create a regulatory framework for Al technologies, mitigate risks associated

with Al systems, and establish clear guidelines for developers, users, and regulators

Sanhita Chauriha

he European Union’s Artificial
Intelligence (Al) Actisa
significant legislative initiative
aimed at regulating artificial
intelligence technologies within the EU.
With the growing influence of Al across
various sectors, the EU seeks to strike a
balance between fostering innovation and
ensuring ethical and responsible Al
development. The objectives of the EU Al
Act are to create a regulatory framework
for Al technologies, mitigate risks
associated with Al systems, and establish
clear guidelines for developers, users, and
regulators. The act aims to ensure the
responsible use of Al by protecting
fundamental rights and promoting
transparency in Al applications.

The strengths of the Act

One of the notable strengths of the EU Al
Act is its risk-based approach. The
legislation categorises Al applications into
different risk levels, ranging from
unacceptable to low. This approach
enables tailored regulations, with
higher-risk applications subject to more
stringent requirements. This flexibility
acknowledges Al technologies’ diverse
potential impact on society. It also
explicitly prohibits certain Al practices
deemed unacceptable, such as social
credit scoring systems for government
purposes, predictive policing
applications, and Al systems that
manipulate individuals such as emotional
recognition systems at work or in
education. This prohibition reflects the

EU's commitment to preventing the
misuse of Al technologies.

The EU Al Act emphasises
transparency and accountability in Al
development and deployment. It requires
developers to provide clear information
about the capabilities and limitations of
Al systems, enabling users to make
informed decisions. Additionally, the
legislation mandates that developers
maintain comprehensive documentation
to facilitate regulatory oversight.
Moreover, to ensure compliance with the
regulations, the EU AT Act introduces the
concept of independent conformity
assessment. Higher-risk Al applications
like medical devices, biometric
identification, and access to justice and
services, must undergo assessment
processes conducted by third-party
entities. This approach enhances
objectivity and reduces the risk of
contlicts of interest, contributing to the
credibility of the regulatory framework.

The limitations

One of the criticisms of the EU Al Act is
the challenge in accurately defining and
categorising Al applications. The evolving
nature of Al technologies may make it
difficult to establish clear boundaries
between different risk levels, potentially
leading to uncertainties in regulatory
implementation.

Critics have also argued that the
stringent regulations in the EU may
hinder the competitiveness of European
businesses in the global Al market. While
the Act aims to ensure ethical Al
practices, some fear that overly restrictive

measures could stifle innovation and
drive Al development outside the EUL
Additionally, compliance with the EU Al
Act may impose a significant burden on
smaller businesses and start-ups. The
resources required for conformity
assessments and documentation may
disproportionately affect smaller players
in the Al industry, potentially limiting
their ability to compete with larger, more
established counterparts. Striking the
right balance between regulation and
fostering innovation is crucial, with critics
arguing that the EU Al Act may lean too
heavily towards stringent controls.

The potential implications

The EU Al Act is likely to have a global
impact, influencing the development and
deployvment of Al technologies beyond
the EU's borders. As a major economic
bloc, the EU's regulatory framework may
set a precedent for other regions, shaping
the trajectory of Al development on a
global scale, just like the MiCa regulation
did for crypio-assets.

By prioritising ethical considerations
and fundamental rights, the EU Al Act
contributes to the establishment of global
norms for Al development. And the
impact on innovation and
competitiveness will depend on the
balance struck by the EU between
regulation and fostering a conducive
environment for Al development,

It encourages collaboration and
cooperation between regulatory
authorities, fostering a unified approach
to Al regulation. International
collaboration in regulating Al

technologies is essential to address global
challenges and ensure consistent
standards across borders.

The administrative side

Any individual has the right to report
instances of non-compliance. The EU
member states’ market surveillance
authorities will be responsible for
enforeing the Al Act. There will be
specific limits on fines applicable to small
and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) and
start-ups. The EU will establish a
centralised ‘Al office’ and ‘Al Board. In
case businesses do not adhere to the EU
Al Act, fines could range from $8 million
to almost $38 million, depending on the
nature of the violation and the company’s
size. For instance, fines may amount to up
to 1.5% of the global annual turnover or
€7.5 million for providing incorrect
information, up to 3% of the global annual
turnover or €15 million for general
violations, and up to 7% of the global
annual turnover or €35 million for
prohibited Al violations.

The EU's Al Act represents a significant
step towards regulating Al technologies
responsibly and ethically. While it
addresses key concerns associated with
Al such as transparency, accountability,
and risk mitigation, there are challenges
and potential drawbacks that need careful
consideration. The global impact of the
EU Al Act and its potential to shape
international norms make it a landmark
initiative in the ongoing discourse on the
responsible development and
deployment of artificial intelligence.

Sanhita is a Technology Lawyer.




The era of CRISPR therapeutics is

here - what can we expect?

In November, the UK’s Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency approved exagamglogene autotemcel to treat sickle-cell disease and transfusion-dependent

Brthalassemia. The US. FDA approved it to treat sickle-cell disease, rendering it one of the first CRISPR-based therapeutics to be approved by two major regulators

Sridhar Sivasubbu
Vinod Scaria

magine a future where genetic
anomalies can be precisely targeted
and corrected using genome
editing - a giant leap from our
ability to sequence or read human
genomes two decades ago. The world of
medicine is currently abuzz with news of
regulatory agencies' approval for two
highly anticipated CRISPR-based
therapies for sickle-cell disease and
f-thalassaemia in the U.K. and the U5,
The approval is groundbreaking because
it signals an era that could transform the
lives of millions of patients and families
grappling with these inherited blood
disorders. To put this in perspective,
more than a million people worldwide
suffer from thalassemia, of whom
100,000 depend on regular blood
transfusions. Another 20 million people
around the world are estimated to be
suftering from sickle-cell anaemia.

Long and short of CRISPR

The discovery of the CRISPR system was
the result of almost three decades of pure
academic pursuit. Clustered regularly
mterspaced short palindromic repeats
{CRISPR) are DNA elements that Spanish
researchers discovered in archaea in 1993,
and named and described later in a
number of bacterial genomes.

These elements contain pieces of
genetic material derived from viruses that
infect bacteria (for example,
bacteriophages) and a set of proteins
called Cas, or CRISPR-associated.
Researchers tried to explain the elements’
effect on antiviral immunity in 20035, but
later found that CRISPR + Cas proteins
could detect and prevent viral infections.
That is, the two formed an antiviral
defence system and helped bacteria
‘acquire’ resistance.

Then, in 2010, scientists demonstrated
that CRISPR + specific proteins called
Cas9 had the ability to cut
double-stranded DNA at specific points.
They also found the RNAs molecules that
guided the Cas9 proteins to specific
positions on a genome. And in 2012,
researchers figured out a way to create
synthetic RMA that could bind to Cas9 and
guide it to a specific point on a DNA,
where it could edit the DNA.

This pathbreaking work came from the
labs of Emmanuelle Charpentier and
Jennifer Doudna, and they were awarded
the 2020 Nobel Prize in chemistry for it.

Virginijus Siksnys and his colleagues
pubdished similar work a few months later
{despite having submitted it to the journal
much earlier). This study also suggested
that Cas9 could be targeted to specific
genome locations by crispr RNA (crRNA).

/7 %)

Crescent-zhaped red blood cells from a sickle cell disease patient in 1972, The disorder affects haemoglobin, the protein in red blood cells that carries cxygen.
A genetic mutation causes the cells to become crescent-shaped, which can block blood flow and cawse excruciating pain, organ damage, stroke, and other

problems. O, F GILBERT)COC WAAR

In all, the researchers demonstrated
the utility of the CRISPR-Cas9 system as a
programmable ‘molecular scissor® that
could cut in DNA at a chosen spot with
unparalleled accuracy. The specific spot
could be picked by modifying the crRNA
accordingly The next vear, two teams, led
by Feng Zhang and George Church,
showed that CRISPR-Cas9 could be used
to edit the genomes of eukaryotic
organisms.

This innovation has since spurred a
myriad applications, from targeted
genetic therapies to agricultural
advancements. The 2020 Nobel Prize not
only honoured the researchers: it also
symbolised the start of a time in which
people couldn't just read human genomes
but also edit or modify the genetic code,
with potentially long-lasting impacts on
the future of medicine and genetic
ENEMeering.

CRISPR in medicine

In November this year, the national
regulator in the UK., the Medicines and
Healthcare products Regulatory Agency
(MHEA), approved the use of a
CRISPR-based method called
exagamglogene autotemcel — sold under
the brand ‘Casgevy' — to treat sickle-cell
disease and transfusion-dependent
frthalassemia. The approval came after
the MHEA evaluated safety and efficacy
data in an ongoing clinical trial in 29 and
42 parients respectively.

In close suceession, the UL.S. Food and
Drug Administration also approved
Casgevy to treat sickle-cell disease,
rendering it one of the first CRISPR-based

CRISPR-based therapies could
transform the lives of millions of
patients and families grappling with
inherited blood disorders

therapeutics to be approved by two major
drug regulators. In Casgevy, a patient’s
blood stem cells are extracted, their genes
modified to remove the defect that
produces the sickling, and regrafted back.
These cells then proliferate to produce
normal red blood cells. The approvals
come full circle 74 years after Linus Carl
Pauling described the diseaseas a
molecular disorder. While researchers
have developed drugs to treat the
symptoms of the disease, Casgevy’s
approval signals their ability now to fix its
molecular basis.

This said, while these approvals for
CRISPR-based therapeurics are exciting,
they are all based on what researchers
call first-generation technologies.
CRISPR-based clinical technologies have
grown to become more efficacious as well
as efficient, with a panoply of new
applications and specificities.

One fascinating approach is called
base-editing, where scientists edit
genomes at the resolution of a single
nucleotide (DMNA is a polvmer consisting
of multiple nucleotides chained together).

Just a few weeks ago, Verve
Therapeutics announced results from an
important clinical trial it has been
conducting to test a base-editing

approach to treat familial
hypercholesterolemia, another prevalent
and oft-undiagnosed genetic disease.

Yet another emerging technique is
prime editing, where researchers use a
search-and-replace strategy to directly
write or insert specific sequences into an
existing genome with high accuracy. A
fourth example is of systems that use
CRISPR to modify epigenetic effects
{effects of a body’s environment on its
genes} in targeted fashion.

Just the start

None of these technologies are without
caveats. Researchers have already
reported several safety and accuracy
issues. An iTnportant one is off-target
events: where a CRISPR-Cas9 system
becomes inaccurate and edits some other
part of the genome, with unintended
consequences.So while there is enormous
potential for these technologies, the risk
needs to be balanced with both short- and
long-term benefits. Many of these
therapies are also too early in their
development cycle. Continued scrutimy
and surveillance may yet reveal ‘side
effects’ that we aren't aware of today.

This said, we can still celebrate what
Casgevy et al. mean for the millions of
people suffering from genetic diseases,
including those whose molecular
mechanisms remain unknown. The future
has arrived, and it looks remarkably
promising.

{The authors are senior consultants at
the Vishwanath Cancer Care Foundation
and adjunct professors at the Indian
Institute of Technology, Kanpur.)
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Child porn or not? Undercooked Al can't tell

K‘tak;mD got2.39L
tipsin&yrs, but only
B20 weregenuine

v

CHETAN BC
BENGALURU, DHNS

nderdeveloped Artifi-
l \cial Intelligence (AI)
tools have raised hun-
dreds of thousands of false
red flags over online child
pornography in Karnataka,

cybercrime investigators and
experts say.

cases | Cases

| received | oo1ad
. fromMHA |

8'396 : 28 T T T e

2937 -3
38,945
1,89,069

FALSE ALARM: Centre relies on data shared by a US-based NGO
that detects child porn on social media using Al tools. Flagged
content is passed on to states, whose CID wings scour the data

to find genuine cases. Most of the time, Al tools can't tell real
pornography from harmiess content.

Innumerous cases, pictures
and videos of children playing
naked outside homes or
bathing on beacheshave been
flagged as child pornography.

Between 2019-2020 and
2022-23, the state’s Criminal

Investigation Department
(CID) received 2.39 lakh
tips about “child pornogra-

phy” through Cyber Tipline,
which works under the Na-
tional Crime Records Bureau
(NCRB).Butonly 820 of them,
or a minuscule 0.34%, fell
within the definition of child
pornography, data reviewed
by DH shows.

The Ministry of Home
Affairs relies on data shared
by the National Center
for Missing and Exploited
Children,aUS-based NGO, to
detect child pornography on
social media and other online
platforms. The nonprofit uses
Al tools deployed by social
media platforms to filter the
data.

» Child porn, Page 5



Chief Minister Siddaramaiah rele the bok 'ybr Safe Glr vﬁ.' In Belaga"’

-

CM bats for more
digital literacy

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Belagavi

IN a significant stride to pro-
moting digital literacy and
cybersecurity, the Kannada
version of “Cyber Safe Girl

v6.0” was unveiled on Friday

(Dec 15). Chief guests Chief
Minister Siddaramaiah,
Speaker of Karnataka Legis-
lative Assembly U T Khader,
Higher Education Minister
M C Sudhakar, MLAs Ashok
Pattan, Ganesh Hukkeri,
Translator Lingaraju, and

VTU special officer Chaitra
KM released the book in a

ceremony. |
The release event was a

testament to the commit-
ment of the government
and stakeholders towards
. fostering a digitally secure
environment. Chief Minis-
ter Siddaramaiah, in his
address, emphasized the
need for enhanced digital
literacy and applauded the
efforts of all contributors
to the project.

“We believe that educat-
ing our youth about the re-

sponsible use of the inter-
net is key to building a
secure digital future. My
dream is #CyberSafeKar-
nataka and an initiative
like this will bolster it and
make it -happen. ‘Cyber
Safe Girl v6.0’ is a valuable
resource in this endeav-
our,” said UT Kadher,
Speaker of Karnataka Leg-
islative Assembly.

MC Sudhakar, Higher Ed-
ucation Minister, high-
lighted the importance of
incorporating cybersecu-
rity. education into aca-
demic curricula. He ex-
pressed optimism that the
book would serve as a cata-
lyst for increased aware-
ness among students, ,

The release of the Kan-
nada version of “Cyber
Safe Girl v6.0” marks a sig-
nificant milestone in the
ongoing efforts to create a
digitally vigilant society.
This initiative is poised to
empower individuals with
the knowledge needed to
navigate the online world
responsibly and securely. .
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1K nutrition
kits given to
"I'B patients

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @Ballari
AS part of the Pradhan Mantri.
- TB Mukt Bharat Abhiyaan, the
~Jindal South West (JSW) Foun-
~ dation, Ballari, distributed

1,000 nutrition kits to Tubercu-
losis (TB) patients on Saturday:
The JSW Foundation has part-
nered with the district admin-
istration to strive for a TB-free
Ballari. These kits are believed
to bolster the immune system
of at risk individuals, thereby
enhancing their ability to com-
bat the disease.
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Festive cheer likely

- to drive markets’
momentum this week

US, UK GDPto he watched

pectations and hinted at three rate cuts
next year. This led to US bond yields
falling toa five-month low, while Indian

by mar Kels 10-year bond yields fell to 1-month low
| of 7.06%. The dollar index too cooled
v off to 102 levels leading to rally in IT
stocks globally.
SIDDHARTHA KHEMKA On the domestic front, lower than

isweek themarketsarelikelyto
continue their positive momen-
tum asitis light on the economic

calendar front and the mood is vibrant

.. ahead of Christmas celebrations. On

the data front, United States & Britain

- GDP, Europe & Britain inflation and

Bankof Japaninterest rate decision will
be important events to track.
Domestic markets continued their

“dream runs for the seventh week

most - up 7.2%. Metals and PSU banks
too surged more than 5%, while realty,
energy and infra gained 2-4%.

Global markets cheered the USFed’s
dovish commentary where it kept In-
terest rates unchanged in line with ex-

expected retail inflation of 5.6% and
16-month high industrial output
growth of 11.7% provided further boost
to the overall optimism in the market.

Power stocks saw strong buzz after

electricity generation rose by 20.4%1n
October while mining output growth of
13% led to rally in mining stocks. Ferti-
lizer stocks too recorded smart gains
on expectation of additional subsidy
from government for FY24. IPO mar-
ket remains buzzing with 10 companies

in a row, celebrating the .. alreadyraising fundsin
Fed’s dovish stance % ' Decembersofar
last week. Nifty & following fund-
touched yetan- & raising by eight
other new all- companies last
time high month.
of 21,492 3 Thus fa-
as senti- J = vourable
ments i macro en-
got fur- vironment,
ther up- buying by
li.ftecl_fol- Flls, fall
lowing in ‘bond
positive yields
devel- and lower
opments - crude oil pric-
both on . | es is. helping
the global i e the market to
and domestic : e , scale new highs.
front. - Infact, India lastweek
Nifty witnessed a overtook Hong Kong
rally of 487 points (+2.3%) stock exchange to become
tocloseatnewhighof21,456levels. The world’sseventhlargeststock exchange.
broader market too surged with Nifty Goingahead, the positivemomentumis
Midcapl00 and Nifty SmallcaplOO up likelytocontinuein the market. Growth
2.7%and 3.3% respectively. Allsectors  stocks will be in focus, with expecta-
ended in green with IT rallying the tionsofratecutsgloballyin2024. Some

of the sectors that are likely to benefit
from lower interest rates are Banking
IT, Auto,and Real Estate, :

(The author is head of Retail Re-
search, Motilal Oswal Fingncial S}Ef'-
vices Limited)
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INVEST SOME OF YOUR SAVINGS
IN DIVERSIFIED PORTFOLIO

PV SUBRAMANYAM
writes at

www_subramoney.comn and has
authored the best seller Retire

Rich - Invest T40aday’

'M in my early 50s and
have about %2, 40,00,000
in savings. I tend to
stick to bank FD and
PPF accounts, as I was
scammed in the past.
What’s the safest way
for me to invest this money?
I will be retiring in 2029, is
this amount sufficient? My
wife is a housewife, and I
have a daughter (for whose
marriage I have some other
FD not included in the above).
Needless to say I do not have

any pension and I have medi-
cal insurance.

Answer:

Your urge to play it safe is
perfectly understandable.
You already know from bitter
experience that there are
people out there who prey on
investors by conning them
outright or putting them into
investments that are not suit-
able for their situation, and
expensive to boot. Having
said that, you must also learn
about the risk of inflation. At
age 58 when you retire, you
are looking at a possibility of
living till 100.

The financial markets can

be scary, even when you're
investing in legitimate in-
vestments. For example, you
can invest in a GILT fund
(Which invests only in gov-
ernment securities!) and lose
money when interest rate
changes. Even though the
share market has been going
smooth since rebounding
from the financial crisis, and
has been hitting new records
of late, at some point share
prices will tumble big time.
Why? because that is the na-
ture of the markets.

The reason is that bank
fixed deposits alone might
not provide the returns you
will need in REAL TERMS
i.e. after inflation and taxes to
maintain your purchasing
power throughout a post-ca-
reer life that could last 40
years! |

This means that to avoid
having your standard of liv-
ing slip over a long retire-
ment, you need to invest some
of your savings in a diversi-
fied portfolio of equity and
debt funds. Still, investing in
a portfolio of mutual funds—
ideally, will improve your
chances of earning returns
that can stand up to inflation
and taxes over the long term.
You should be taking a
10-year view on the -
equity investments ,
and a 5-year view \ A
on Income funds. )

I would think your
129 lakh in PPF
should remain there
till you are past 60 for
sure, and maybe past
80 too! You’ll still
want to invest
enough in such
products to handle
any outlays for

emergencies and to cover, say,
0-6 years living expenses.

And assuming you do de-
cide to invest in a portfolio of
equity and debt funds, you
want to be sure to do so in a
way that balances risk and
return in a way you are com-
fortable with.

You want enough equity in
your portfolio to generate re-
turns that can help maintain
the current lifestyle, and in-
crease the chances that sav-
ings will last as long as you
do. A big equity portfolio

‘might also scare yod into

bailing out shares when it
falls say 8% in one month! It
can be frustrating for a begin-
ner, and scary of course. Your
portfolio should be able to eat
well and sleep well too! = .

Most newcomers who come
into equity at a late age in life
restrict their equity holdings
to somewhere between 30%'
and 60% of their overall port-
folio. There are others who
will go for a higher or a lower
percentage. Get an advisor
and decide on your portfolio
mix. See what works. Are you.
able to sleep well?




Fixed income opportunities in the present investment landscape

VASANT G HEGDE

results of assembly elections in five

states. Demand for bullion too was
unabated as spot gold prices touched Rs
64,000 per10 gms or $ 2,160 per ounce.
Bitcoin, which had a decent year, rallied
from $ 20,000 at the beginning of the
calendar andis presently trading at $
44 000. Interest rates on fixed-income
products have also been benign as
inflation refuses to moderate. It's one of
those rare years when all asset classes
have done well & investors, irrespective
of their risk appetite, have every reason

S tock markets hit new highs after the

" tobehappy.

Itis not that there are no headwinds.
A spike in oil prices & US Federal Re-
serve increasing the rates could derail
the rally in stock markets.

If you are one of those who are not
comfortable with the market gyrations
and are looking at a steady income
stream, there are several opportunities
in debt or fixed income. That said, it
does not mean that there are no risks in
fixed-income investments. Let us look
at the wide bouquet of products that are
available based on varying levels of risk:

LowRisk:

Bank Fixed Deposits (FDs)

Of all the investment options, bank
deposits have always been the safest
& most popular bets for households

across India. The returns are guaran-
teed and default risk is almost zero.

Most banks offer interest rates ranging

between 7% to 8.50%. With stringent
RBI guidelines, the chances of a bank
going bust are negligible All banks offer
an additional interest rate of 0.5% for
senior citizens. Interest earned on FD
though is taxed as per your tax slabs.
The deposits are guaranteed uptoRs 5
lakhs by Deposit Insurance and Credit
Guarantee Corporation in the event of
collapse.

Public Provident Fund (PPF)

This small savings scheme is suitable
for people of all ages since there is nei-
ther any minimum nor any maximumn
age limit. The scheme offers aninterest
rate of 7.1% currently and can be
opened in post offices and branches of
most banks. While the interest carned
is exempt from tax, balances lying in
the account cannot be attached by any
court decree.

Senilor Citizen Savings Scheme
(SCSS) |

This scheme which is suitable for senior
citizens offers the highest interest

rate of 8.20% and is a good option for
seeking regular income. Interest is paid
quarterly which can be used to meet
expenses. The maximum that can be
invested in the scheme is Rs 30 lakhs.

P

This scheme is very forits
pem&vedsafaymmnﬂﬂy
income to depositors. The current in-
terest rate is 6.6%. A maximum amount
of Rs 9 lakhs can be invested in a single
name while it is Rs 15 lakhs if done
jointly. There are no tax benefits either
on the investment or interest amount.

RBI Floating Rate Savings Bond
This bond offers a variable interest
rate linked to the National Savings

r v 9 r v % -

Certificate. The current interest rate is
8.05% & is payable half yearly. The only
negative aspect is that it has a tenure

of 7 years and is good if you can trade
liquidity for safety. Bonds can also be
bought on the RBI Retail Direct portal
now.

National Savings Certificates -
(NSC)

NSCs which come in many denomina-
tions can be bought in any post office
in India & has a tenure of 5 years. The
current interestrate is 7.70% and it is

d M

exempt from tax. Tax benefits can be
claimed under Section 80C up to Hs
1.50 lakhs.

High Risk:

Corporate Bonds & debentures
Corporate bonds are issued by compa-
nies to meet their long-term funding
requirements. While they offer returns
which are 1-2% more than government
securities, they carry higher eredit or
default risk. You can minimise default
risk by investing in top-rated bonds.
Then there are non-convertible de-
bentures (NCDs) issued by companies
and offer high returns and are either
secured or unsecured, with the latter
category offering higher interest rates.
In the final analysis, before you
choose a product, make sure thatitis
in line with your investment horizon,
matches your risk appetite, besides
offering you liquidity and tax benefits.
A better strategy would be laddering
in investments, where you invest in
multiple assets with different matury-
ties, creating a staggered distribution of
income while minimising risk. You can
think of it like building a ladder, each
rung representing an investment with
a specific maturity date. Laddering re-
duces the need to predict when interest
rates will rise or fall.
(The author is a CFA & former bank-
er, presently teaching at Manipal Acade-
my of Higher Education, Bengaluru)

Kalaburagi -
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Speed merchants Arshdeep and

Avesh blow South Africa away

The two bowlers share nine scalps between them, putting on a seam and swing bowling masterclass to set up the win: Phehlukwayo's knock

lifts the hosts to 116; Sudharsan scores an unbeaten half-century on debut and Shrevas chips in with a fifty as the visitors cruise home

INDLA IN 54

Press Trust of India
JOHANNESBURG

acer Arshdeep
PSingh bowled a
dream first spell

and found an ally in an
equally menacing Avesh
Khan as a second-siring In-
dian team defeated South
Africa by eight wickets in
the opening ODI here on
Sunday.

Going into the match
without a single wicket in
his previous three ODI ap-
pearances, Arshdeep more
than made up for it with
his maiden five-wicket haul
as South Africa was all out
for 116 in 27.3 overs. The
target was surpassed in
just 16.4 overs.

Arshdeep  (10-0-37-5)
and Avesh (8-3-27-4) en-
sured that the Men in Blue
did not feel the absence of
Mohammed Shami and Jas-
prit Bumrah.

A cakewalk
Chasing a target of 117, deb-
utant Sai Sudharsan (55
na, 43k, 9xd) showed
during his stay at the wick-
et why he is rated so high.

The southpaw looked
elegant while driving on
the up and looked strong
off the backfoot while pull-
ing the short ball. Against
the spinners, he put a big
stride forward. His on-
drive off Tabraiz Shamsi
wals a treat to watch,

Sai Sudharsan had the
seasoned Shreyas Iver (52,

Breathing fire: The opening spells from Avesh and Arshdeep sent the hasts tumbling. AP & AP

45b, 6x4, 1x6) for compa-
ny, the latter looking in
good touch too,

Earlier, the two Indian
pacers were on fire and al-
s0 had a chance to perform
hat-tricks.

Four in PowerPlay

Arshdeep blew away the
wop-order within the first
PowerPlay, claiming four
wickets; Avesh, who bow-
led full and fast, hurried

the South African batters.

It all began with dismis-
sal of opener Reeza Hen-
dricks (0) who dragged a
delivery back omo the
stumps.

Golden duck

Rassie van de Dussen, ex-
pecting an outswinger, was
done in by one that darted
back from middle-stump.
He was out for a golden
duck.

Tony de Zorzi (28, 22h,
2xd, 2%6) chanced his arm
before Arshdeep brought
in his variation by digging
one short. de Zorzi's shot
ballooned for skipper K.L.
Rahul to complete an easy
catch.

However, the wicket
that broke the home team’s
back was Heinrich Klaa-
sen's as he was castled by
the left-armer. Soon, skip-
per Aiden Markram played

on, completely beaten for
pace. David Miller (2) also
fell prey to relentless pres-
sure, a length delivery con-
suming him.

Andile  Phehlukwayo
(33, 49b, Ix4, 2x6) took the
home team past the 100-
run mark before Arshdeep
trapped him in front. The
dismissal gave the bowler
his fifth for the day and the
start India would have
wished for in the series.

SCOREBOARD
-

SOUTH AFRICA
Reera Hendricks b Arshdeep O
(88, Tomy de Torsi c Rahul b
Arshaeep 28 (225 2wd, 2v6),
Rassie van der Dussen ibw b
Arshdeep 0 (1b), Aiden Maroam
b Awesh 12 [21b 2ed)], Hemnrich
Klaasen b Arshdesp & [Sh, 1),
Dzl Willer ¢ Rahul b Avesh 2
[7h), Wiaan Mulder iimr b fwvesh 0
(1b), Andile Phehlukwayo lbw b
Arshdesp 33 [45b, 3, 206,
Keshav Maharaj ¢ Rutursj b Avesh
4 (Th, 1x4), Nandre Burgerb
Kuldeep T (1M, Tabraiz Shamsi
(ot o) 11 (56, 2ed); Extras [b-1,
-2, w-18): 13; Total {in 373
owers): 116

FALL OF WICKETS
1-3 [Hendricks, 1 4 overs), 2-1
(van der Dussen, 15), 3-42 jde
Zorri, 7.5), 4-52 (Klaasen, 9.6),
552 (Markram, 1001}, 6-52
Mgsicher, 10_3), 7-58 (Willer, 12 6],
£-73 (Maharaj, 16 1), 5-101
Phehluiowayo, 25 1)

INDIA BOWLING
Mudipsh T-0-46-4, Arshdesn
10-0-37-5, Awesh 5-3-27-4,
Huldeep 2 3-0-3-1

INDIA

Rutura) Gailowad lbw b Mulder 5
(16, Lwd), Sai Sudharsan (not
out) 55 [43b, Sud), Shreyas lyer ¢
lidler b Phehlulowayo 52 (45,
End, 1o Tillak Varma inot out) 1
[3b); Extras |w-3, nb-1): 4; Total
for o wids. in 16 4 owers): 117

FALL OF WICKETS
1-23 (Ruturag, 3 4], 2-111
|Shreyas, 155)

SOUTH AFRICA BOWLING
Bunper 5.4-1-35-0, Mulder
&-0-J6-1, Maharaj 3-0-19-0,
Shamy 3-0-21-0, Phehlukwayo
1-0-15-1
Toss: South Arica
Pl At fu
Incticy weor by evpht wickets with
200 deliveries remoining o leod
e -rmanich sevies 10
Second ODI: Dec. 19, Gogeberha,
4.30 pom. IST



Lyon reaches 500-wicket
milestone, Aussies win big

Agence France-Presse
PERTH

Nathan Lyon took his
500th Test wicket on Sun-
day as Australia dismissed
Pakistan for just 89 to post
a thumping 360-run win in
the opening Test.

Chasing 450 for victory,
the wvisitors succumbed
meekly with Lyon taking
two for 14. Mitchell Starc

and Josh Hazlewood
grabbed three wickets
each.

Lyon reached the miles-
tone when he trapped Fa-
heem Ashraf Ibw but there
was an agonising wait as it
went to review.

He then bowled Aamer
Jamal in the same over,
joining an elite club of just
seven others, including fel-
low spinners Muttiah Mura-
litharan and Shane Warne.

Australia declared on
day four at 233 for five.
Cummins made the call af-
ter opener Usman Khawaja
was out for a gutsy 90 on a
deteriorating pitch after a

CM ¢
K "

500th wicket. AFP

126-run partnership with
Mitchell Marsh.

Facing a daunting chase,
Pakistan got off to a horror
start with Abdullah Sha-
fique out for two in the first
over, nicking Starc to wick-
etkeeper Alex Carey.

Babar Azam and Saud
Shakeel put up some resis-
tance. Babar got an edge to
Cummins on 14 while Sarfa-
raz lasted just six balls.
Lyon then worked his

magic.
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Etched in memory: Lyon trapped Ashraf plumb in_frnnt for his

The 500-wkt.

clubin Tests

Muralitharan | 133 | 800
Warne 145 | 708
Anderson 183 | 690
Kumble 132 | 619
Broad 167 | 604
McGrath 124 | 563
Walsh 132 | 519
Lyon 123 | 501




Barcelona held at Valencia;
Arsenal outshines Brighton

EURO LEAGUES

Agencies
VALENCIA

LaLiga champion Barcelo-
na dropped more points in
the Spanish title race in a
tense 1-1 draw at Valencia
on Saturday.

Xavi Hernandez’s side
moved to third, a point
clear of Atletico Madrid,
but trails Real Madrid by
four and shock leader Giro-
na by six, having played
one game more than all
three sides.

Joao Felix sent Barcelo-
na ahead in the second half
after a slick team move,
but Hugo Guillamon's fine
strike pegged it back.

In the Premier League,
Manchester United ended
Liverpool’s perfect record
at Anfield on Sunday, hold-
ing it to a 0-0 draw. A do-
minant  Arsenal Dbeat
Brighton at home through
second-half goals from Ga-
briel Jesus and Kai Havertz.

Stalled: Valencia made sure Barcelona couldn’t close the gap
at the top of the LaLiga table. AFp

The results:

Premier League: Arsenal 2
(Jesus 53, Havertz 87) bt Brighton
0; Brentford 1 (Lewis-Potter 45)
lost to Aston Villa 2 (Moreno 77,
Watkins 85); West Ham 3 (Kudus
22, 32, Bowen 74) bt Wolves 0;
Liverpool 0 drew with Manchester
United 0.

LaLiga: Almeria 0 drew with Real
Mallorca 0; Valencia 1 (Guillamon
70) drew with Barcelona 1 (Felix
55); Sevilla 0 lost to Getafe 3
(Mayoral 5-pen, Mata 37,
Greenwood 80-pen); Real

Sociedad 0 drew with Betis 0.

Serie A: Fiorentina 1 (Beltran 78)
bt Verona 0; AC Milan 3 (Reijnders
3, Simic 41, Okafor 76) bt Monza
0; Udinese 2 (Lucca 36, Pereyra
55) drew with Sassuolo 2 (Berardi
75-pen, 88-pen),

Napoli 2 (Osimhen 69,
Kvaratskhelia 75) bt Cagliari 1
(Pavoletti 72); Torino 1 (Zapata
25) bt Empoli 0; Udinese 2 (Lucca
36, Pereyra 55) drew with
Sassuolo (Berardi 75-pen,
88-pen); Bologna 2 (Moro 37,
Kristensen 49-og) bt Roma 0.
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An uphill struggle to grow the Forest Rights Act

n December 18, 2006, the Rajya Sabha
endorsed the Scheduled Tribes and
Other Traditional Forest Dwellers
(Recognition of Forest Rights) Act,
enacted by the Lok Sabha. This Act, commonly
lmown as the Forest Rights Act, or FRA, marks a
watershed in India's socio-environmental
legislation, as it attempts to put an end to the
long-drawn conflict over supposed *forest
encroachments'. Simultaneously, it seeks to
create a much more democratic, bottom-up
forest governance.

Unfortunately, the implementation of the FRA
has been plagued by political opportunism,
forester resistance and bureaucratic apathy, and
the discourse around it by deliberate canards and
misconceptons. Hence, 17 years after it was
enacted, the FRA has barely begun to deliver on
its promise of freeing forest-dwellers from
historic injustices and democratising forest
governance. To understand why this is so, we
must first delve into what it sought to do and how.

Historic injustices
Prior to colonialism, local communities enjoyed
customary rights over forests in their vicinity or
even a large region. Even when kings or chieftains
claimed (say) hunting rights in certain forests,
local communities continued to enjoy all other
forest benefits. The colonial takeover of India's
forests, however, resulted in a massive disruption
of these traditions. Based on the false idea of
‘eminent domain’ (that the ruler always owns all
property), the 1878 (colonial) Indian Forest Act
was passed and the takeover of India’s forests
began. The Imperial Forest Department was
established to harvest and transform the forest to
maximise imber and revenue, and was also
tasked with protecting ‘state’ property against
local communities, now deemed trespassers.

The injustices imposed by this colonial forest
policy took muliple forms. First, now that foresis
were seen as primarily a timber resource, shifting
cultivation was banned. Second, the so-called
survey and settlement of agricultural lands was
incomplete and biased in favour of the state.
Third, simultaneously, to ensure labour for
forestry operations, 'forest villages' were created,
wherein forest land was leased for agriculture to
{mostly Adivasi) households in return for
compulsory (virtually bonded) labour. Fourth,
since forests were now state property, all access
to forest produce was limited, temporary and
chargeable, and always at the mercy of the forest
bureaucracy that was armed with police powers.
Any concessions to local livelihood needs were
termed ‘privileges’ that could be modified or
withdrawn any time. Fifth, even where access
was permitted, the local community had no right
to manage the forest, as the state logged valuable
forests and made heavily used forest de facto
Open-access.

Unfortunately, matters only worsened
post-Independence. In the hurry to assimilate
princely States and zamindari estates into the
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Political
apportunism,
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bureaucratic
apathy have
affected the Act
which seeks to
create a more
democratic
structure of
forest
governance

Union, their forest areas were declared state
property without proper inquiry into who was
residing in them. Legitimate residents and
cultivators became ‘encroachers’ overnight.
Later, forest lands were leased out under the
‘Grow More Food' campaign and other initiatives
to meet the needs of a growing population, but
were never ‘regularised’. Communities displaced
by dams were not given alternative lands, and
ended up ‘encroaching’ forest land elsewhere.
And, forest exploitation continued as in colonial
times, burt in the name of national interest.

The Wildlife (Protection) Act 1972 and the
Forest (Conservation) Act 1980 (FCA), again
conceived within the framework of eminent
domain, became the sixth and seventh forms of
injustice. Lakhs of communities were forcibly
resettled when creating sanctuaries and national
parks. And in “diverting’ forests for development
projects, neither were the views or consent of
local communities taken into consideration, nor,
in spite of imposing hefty Net Present Value fees
on the project, were the local communities
compensated for the impact on their livelihoods,

The FRA is remarkable because it first of all
acknowledges these historical (colonial) injustices
and their continuation post-Independence.
Redress then takes three broad forms. The issue
of so-called ‘encroachments’ is addressed
through recognising individual forest rights (IFRs)
to continue habitation and cultivation or other
activities that existed before December 2005.
Forest villages are to be converted into revenue
villages after full rights recognition. The issue of
access and control is addressed by recognising
the rights of village communities to access and
use forests and to own and sell minor forest
produce, and, most importantly, to manage
forests within their customary boundaries,
including in sanctuaries and national parks. This
is the most far-reaching provision in the FRA, as it
ensures decentralised forest governance, linking
management authority and responsibility to
community rights.

Finally, the Act lays down a democratic
procedure for identifying whether and where
wildlife conservation may require curtailing or
extinguishing community rights. Simultaneously,
having community rights over a forest translates
ipso facto into the community having a say in, if
not veto over, any diversion of that forest and a
right to compensation if diverted. This right was
reaffirmed by the Supreme Court in the Nivamgiri
case, and although the Forest Conservation Rules
2022 and FCA Amendment 2023 seek to bypass
this right, States can still put in place such
consent mechanisms.

Distortions in implementation

Unfortunately, the politicians in most States
focused solely on individual rights and projected
the Act as an ‘encroachment regularisation’
scheme. Some even encouraged illegal new
cultivation in a few pockets. But even the
recognition of IFRs was done rather shabbily,

compromised by Forest Department resistance,
the apathy and ignorance of other departments,
and misuse of technology. Claimants were put
through enormous hardship during claim-filing,
subjected to faulty and non-transparent
rejections and (equally important) arbitrary
partial recognition (thereby getting tagged as
‘approved’ claims). Imposing absurd digital
processes in areas with poor connectivity and
literacy, such as the VanMitra software in Madhya
Pradesh, is just a continuation of injustice. Even
the open-and-shut case of “forest villages' has not
been addressed in most States.

But the biggest lacuna in FRA implementation
is the extremely slow and incomplete recognition
of community rights to access and manage forests
(loosely, community forest rights or CFRs). The
(still colonially structured) forest bureaucracy is
vehemently opposed to these rights, as it stands
to lose its zamindari: our estimates show that
70%-90% of the forests in central India should be
under CFRs. The other departments and political
representatives can only visualise foresi-dwellers
as ‘labharthis’ (beneficiaries of state largesse), not
as autonomous users and managers of their own
forests.

Maharashtra, Odisha, and, more recently,
Chhattisgarh, are the only States to recognise
CFRs substantially. But only Maharashtra has
enabled their activation by de-nationalising minor
forest produce, at least in Scheduled Areas,
resulting in at least a thousand villages managing
their own forests. Even here, illegal
non-recognition of community rights in densely
forested potential mining areas has led to protest
and unrest.

The non-recognition of community rights is
convenient to the hardline conservationists and
the development lobby alike: communities in
Protected Areas are then precariously placed and
easy targets for ‘voluntary rehabilitation’, and
forests can be handed over for mining or dams
without community consent.

Fathom the FRA’s intent

As political regimes change and the memory of
the struggle that led to the passage of this Act
fades, calls for shutting down the FRA's
implementation have emerged. Simultanecusly,
some 5tates have talked of ‘saturating” rights
recognition in mission mode. However, as
examples from Chhattisgarh show, mission mode
implementation invariably plays into the hands of
the Forest Department, leading to distorted rights
recognition and reinstatement of technocratic
control. Unless political leaders, bureaucrats and
environmentalists all appreciate the spirit and the
intent of the FRA, the historical injustices will
remain unaddressed, forest governance will
remain highly undemocratic, and the enormous
potential for community-led forest conservation
and sustainable livelihoods will remain
unrealised.

The views expresed are personal



New order

BJP hopes to retain a diverse support

base with its pick of State leaders

y elevating debutant Member of the Le-
B gislative Assembly Bhajan Lal Sharma as

the Chief Minister of Rajasthan, the Bha-
ratiya Janata Party (BJP) has sought to reassure
the Brahmin community, its strongest support
base across regions. Having cut his teeth in the
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh, at the grassroots,
Mr. Sharma has risen overnight to the top seat,
which is also a signal to the cadre of the party that
anything is achievable in the BJP. The new power
structure also means the sidelining of the old
guard, including Vasundhara Raje, the first wo-
man Chief Minister of the State who held the post
for two terms. What is in store for her remains
unclear. Mr. Sharma is the second Brahmin Chief
Minister of the BJP in Rajasthan; the party has al-
so appointed Deputy Chief Ministers from the
community in Madhya Pradesh and Chhattis-
garh. The BJP considered it wise to comfort its
core upper caste base to balance its continuing
pivot to Other Backward Classes (OBC) under
Prime Minister Narendra Modi. Diya Kumari, a
Rajput and Prem Chand Bairwa, who hails from a
Dalit community, are the Deputy Chief Ministers,
consolidating its rainbow caste coalition in Rajas-
than. There are 29 berths in the Council of Minis-
ters to be filled. Gujjars and Jats among the OBC
community and tribals of Rajasthan would ex-
pect representation. Mr. Sharma has to keep the
party flock together; that he was handpicked by
Mr. Modi gives him the strength to do so. The B]JP
campaign was centred around what was labelled
‘Modi’s Guarantees’.

The BJP has promised a lot to voters and Mr.
Sharma now has the responsibility to fulfil them.
A special investigation team to probe paper leaks
during the previous Congress regime, establish-
ment of women police stations, appointment of
2.5 lakh government employees, and a subsidy of
3450 per LPG cylinder for Ujjwala scheme benef-
iciaries were among the campaign promises of
the BJP. The party has also promised a 32 lakh
savings bond for each girl child. Mr. Sharma has
to deal with a complicated fiscal environment,
avoid a conflict with the party old guard, and ba-
lance the social equations in the State. The new
Chief Minster has inspired enthusiasm among
party workers and people alike, and the BJP cen-
tral leadership will likely expect him to be in con-
trol well ahead of the Lok Sabha election in April-
May. He will also have to safeguard the trust en-
dowed in him by the central leadership. Mr.
Sharma, who has no previous experience in go-
vernment, may have to rely on an efficient set of
political and bureaucratic advisers as he grapples
with political and governance challenges.




Need to double up
efforts to set right the

regional i

LITICAL

NFRASTRUCTURE devel-
apment in the Kalvan Kar-
nataka region received a
big push in the last decade
or 50, The quality of roads
has improved. Kalaburgi
and Bidar have airports, and
Raichur may get one soon.
Many districts in the region
are well connected with the
rail network, Educational in-
stitutions, especially in high-
er education, are on the rise,

Sadly, the positive story al-
muost emds there. The devel-
opment “visible' to the warld
has nol improved the quality
of life in the region to the ex-
pected levels. Yadgir,
Kalaburagi and Rajchur are
the bottom three districts as
per the 2022 Human Develop-
ment [ndex {HDD. The report
preparéd by the State Gov-
ernment looked at education,
health, income gencration
and other parametors.

The stark disparities in de-
velopment among Narth and
South Karnataka districts re-
rmain even 21 years after Prof
DM Nanjundappa’s commit-
tes report was submitted and
a idecade after the reglon got
special provision under Arti-
cle 371 (I of the Constitu-
tion. Over Rs 32,433 crore
was spent as per the Nanjun-
dappa committee recommen-
dations to address the re-
glonal imbalance in
Knrnataka. Overall spending
in the region was much high-
er, or at least that is what the
government clajms it to be

Now, the State Govern-
ment has decided to appoint
a high-powered committee
headed by a noted economist
to look into the implementa-
tion of Nanjundappa’'s com-
mittee's recommendations
and the outcomes, The an-
nouncement made by Chiel
Minister Siddaramaiah on
the last day of the winter ses-
sion ol the State Legislature
in Belagavi is a welcome
move as it may help under-
stand the shortcomings.

However, simply preparing
reports ar marking out the
regions for disparity in devel-
opment is of little use, unless
the povernment makes sin-
cere efforts to bridge those
gaps. One need not have an
in-depth understanding of
economics to know that the
occurrence of large-scale mi-
gration from a region isa
strang indicator of a lack of
development and employ-
ment opportunities. Every
vear a large section of people
from the Kalyan Karnataka
reglon migrates to Bengalu-
ru, Hvderabad - which is
much closer to the region -
and other bigzer cities in
search of employment.

Noted economist Prof RS
Deshpande says there is no
proper planning and place-
ment of the development
initlatives. The development
initiatives should get into
the day-to-day lives of peo-
ple. What Is the use of alr-
ports, if a large section of
people can’tafford air travel,
questions Prof Deshpande.

That, however, doesn't
mean we don't nesd airports,
good roads or rail connectiv-
ity These are essential to

mbalance

spur economic activities and
draw investments. But there
Is no point in solely focusing
on constructing buildings,
organising big lunctions and
not taking adequate meas-
ures that have any economie
gains for the population. Al-
locating funds to the re-
quired sectors will help im-
prove education, health,
income generation, and oth-
er important human devel-
opment parameters. Thers
Is an urgent need to have
mare employment-oriented
industries, apart from exist-
ing cement factories.

The Incidence of poverty
continues to remain high, As
per the multi-dimensional
poverty index of NITI Aayog
and National Family Health
Survey -4 (2015-18), nearly
42% of the Yadgir popula-
tion was multi-dimensional-
lv poor. It has reduced to
25.38% in NFHS-5 (20719-21).

The recent NFHS-5 report
showed Kalyan Karnataka
performing abyvsmally low
in terms of nutrition levels,
Raichur, for instance, re-
ported stunted growth of
40% and anaemia of T4%
among children below (fve
yvears in 2020, It was 37% and
T1% respectively in 2016,

The Kalvan Karnataka
Development BHoard
(KKRDB) that is tasked with
the development of the re-
gion mostly foeuses on bulld-
ing ‘hard’ infrastructure
such as roads, bridges, com-
munity halls and mobility
asset creatfon. While “soft
infrastructure’ like the qual-
ity ol school education,
health facilities in rural ar-
eas and skill development
training remain peripheral
priorities. Only a small por-
tion of funds was spent on
ameliorating the human de-
velopment index, while
much was invested in build-
ing visible infrastructure,

Many elected representa-
tives will be keen on invest-
ing in roads and other infra-
structure as that
development will be visible
and can be part of their re-
port card when they go back
to people seeking votes. Cor-
ruption and leakage of funds
are also a concern.

Those closely involved in
administration in the region
also question the manner of
allocation of funds, In some
cases, the alloeations to
schemes/works given to oth-
er reglons under the general
grants are repackaged in the
Kalyvan Karnataka region as
special grants. This can hard-
ly help bridge the gap be-
tween the backward and de-
veloped regions of the siate,

Education, health and live-
liheod should be the priorvity
areas, MSMESs need to be en-
couraged and youth should
be given entrepreneurship
training. says Dr Chaya De-
gannkar, former Dean and
Professor of Economics at
Gulbarga University She sug-
pests conducting a social au-
dit of the development works
taken up in the region,

Special status under 371(J)
has helped local youth get ad-
mission to higher education
institutions, but still, a lot
needs to be done to provide
skill development and em-
ployment opportunities It is
time for elected representa-
tives from the region and top
offieials to do some introspee-
tion and double up their ef
forts to develop the region on
par with the rest of the state,




One person, one vote, one value

olitical equality in

liberal democracies is

not only about equality

of opportunity to
participate in the political
decision-making process, but also
about carrying a vote value that is
equal to that of other members of
the community. According to the
legal scholar Pamela S. Karlan, the
right to vote can be diluted
quantitatively and qualitatively by
redrawing the boundaries of the
constituency in an electoral
system. Quantitative dilution
happens when votes receive
unequal weight due to huge
deviations in the population
among the constituencies.
Qualitative dilution happens when
a voter’s chance of electing a
representative of their choice is
reduced due to gerrymandering
(redrawing of boundaries to favour
a candidate/party). Thus,
delimitation of constituencies
plays a major role in strengthening
or weakening democracy.

Safeguards

To avoid these dilutions, our
Constitution framers envisaged
appropriate safeguards to ensure
equal political rights for all
citizens. Articles 81 and 170 of
Constitution state that the ratio of
the population for the Lok Sabha
and State Legislative Assembly
constituencies shall be the same as
far as practicable. Article 327
empowers Parliament to make
laws related to the delimitation of
constituencies, which cannot be
questioned in a court of law. Based
on this, the government forms an
independent delimitation
commission headed by a retired
Supreme Court judge to avoid
qualitative dilution. Articles 330
and 332 guarantee reservation of
seats for Scheduled Castes (5Cs)
and Scheduled Tribes (5Ts) in
Parliament and State Legislative
Assemblies, which need to be kept
in mind during delimitation.
Delimitation of constituencies
needs to be carried out regularly
based on the decennial Census to
maintain equality of the vote value
as far as practicable.
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Along with
addressing
quantitative
dilution of vote
value, the next
Delimitation
Commission
needs to
address
qualitative
dilution so that
minorities are
represented
more
adequately

The government has
constituted four delimitation
commissions so far: in 1952, 1962,
1972 and 2002. The first
delimitation order in 1956
identified 86 constituencies as
two-member constituencies,
which was abolished by the Two
Member Constituencies
{Abolition) Act, 1961. The second
delimitation order in 1967
increased the number of Lok
Sabha seats from 494 to 522 and
State Assembly seats from 3,102 to
3,563. The third delimitation order
of 1976 increased the number of
Lok Sabha and State Assembly
constituencies to 543 and 3,997,
respectively. Due to the fear of
more imbalance of representation,
the 42nd Amendment Act in 1976
froze the population figure of the
1971 Census for delimitation until
after the 2001 Census. The
Delimitation Act of 2002 did not
give power to the Delimitation
Commission to increase the
number of seats, but said that the
boundaries within the existing
constituencies should be
readjusted. The Commission
allowed up to 10% variation in the
parity principle; yet around 17
parliamentary constituencies and
many more Assembly
constituencies violated this so that
each representative could
represent more people. But the
fourth Delimitation Commission
was able to reassign reserved
constituencies, which increased
the number of seats for SCs from
79 to 84 and STs from 41 to 47
based on the increase in
population. The moratorium was
extended until the first Census
after 2026 for any further increase
in the number of seats.

Dilution of vote value

The population of Rajasthan,
Haryana, Bihar, Madhya Pradesh,
Uttar Pradesh, Jharkhand, and
Gujarat has increased by more
than 125% between 1971 and 2011,
whereas the population of Kerala,
Tamil Nadu, Goa, and Odisha has
increased by less than 100% due to
stricter population control
measures. This also reveals a huge

variation in the value of vote for a
people between States. For
example, in U.P.,, an MP on
average represents around 2.53
million people, whereas in Tamil
Nadu, an MP represents on
average around 1.84 million
people, a quantitative dilution.

The qualitative dilution of vote
value parity can be used as a tool
to sideline or make insignificant
the votes of minorities. This can
happen in three ways. The first is
cracking, where areas dominated
by minorities are divided into
different constituencies. The
second is stacking, where the
minority population is submerged
within constituencies where
others are the majority. And the
third is packing, where minorities
are packed within a few
constituencies; their strength is
weakened everywhere else.

The qualitative dilution of vote
value was highlighted in the
National Commission to Review
the Working of the Constitution
and the Sachar Committee Report:
in a majority of the seats reserved
for SCs by the Delimitation
Commission (1972-76), the
population of Muslims was more
than 50% and also higher than the
SC population. And constituencies
which had a large SC population
and a lower Muslim population
were declared unreserved. This
has a major impact on the number
of Muslim representatives in
Parliament. At present, the share
of Muslims MPs in Parliament is
only around 4.42%, whereas the
Muslim population is 14.2%.

Delimitation cannot be
postponed further as it will lead to
more deviation in the
population-representation ratio.
At the same time, the interests of
the southern States have to be
protected as their representation
in Parliament might weaken due
to more seats being assigned to
States with a higher population
growth. Along with addressing
quantitative dilution of vote value,
the next Delimitation Commission
needs to address qualitative
dilution so that minorities are
represented more adequately.
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MOVING AWAY FROM FOSSIL FUELS

Afragile path forward

Unkept promises and
looming financial
burdens stand in the
way of the global climate
resolve

B K SINGH

oP’s latest terminology is the
‘Global Goal on Adaptation’

(GGA), which seeks countries to
achieve specific nationally determined
targets related to actions focusing on
food and water security, climate resil-
ientinfrastructure, health, ecosystems,

ertyreduction,and cultural heritage.

This would enhance adaptive capacity,
strengthen resilience, and reduce vul-
nerabilitytoclimate change. It necessar-
ily needstoscale up the finance mobilisa-
tion by developed countries. Currently,
morethan 195 countriesare set to assess
the risksand vulnerabilities and develop
national adaptation plans by 2025. So
far, climate finance is not flowing from
developed countries, with many-coun-
tries funding climate actiondomestical-
ly.Indiatoo hasbeeninvesting inclimate
adaptation, and at the prevailing scale
of damage, we would need Rs 57 lakh
crores till 2030. .

Developed countries have not re-
sponded adequately to the issue of cli-
mate finance. The annual climate con-
ferenceafter 2015 took place onlyin 2021.
The then US President Donald Trump
called climate change a hoax, and even
his Republican colleagues overwhelm-
ingly supported him (only 21% of Re-
publican members then disagreed with
him). Trump is far ahead of his Republi-
can rivals to be nominated for the 2024
presidential election. Ifhe comestooffice
in 2024, climateaction will again takethe
backburner. Even Democrats have not
done enough to cut their emissions and
pledge adequate funding for adaptation
in developing countries.

InCoP27 at Sharm El Sheikh, climate
finance was given the name ‘loss and
damage fund’andittook nearly oneyear

for developed countries to pledge $83
billion that too when they met for COP
28 in Dubai. It is again being changed
to the GGA framework to assess the
requirement of funds based on risk
and vulnerability. The track record of

- developed countries does not provide

adequate finance for adaptation.
The finance that was to flow from

developed countries to the global south
was understood tobe from loansand eq-

uiry. CoP28 has worked on improving

the quality of finance. The global stock
take draft, for the first time, provided
quality finance and technology for the
development needs of the global south.
Rich countries will provide special draw-
ing rights (SDR) to the IMF for conces-
sional finance. In my opinion, we donot
need annual COP meetings to work out
a new mode of operation for finance. It
would be enough if $100 billion agreed
upon earlier were made available by de-
veloped countries annually.

There is strong lobbying against the
supporters arguing to phase out fossil
fuels. CoP28 president Sultan Al Jaber
earliersaid that there was no science be-
hind the need to phase out fossil fuels.

He later backtracked. A record 2,456
lobbyists have attended the summit;
this number is higher than the 1,509
delegates from the 10 most vulnerable
countries, mainly small islands. Many
of these island nations are likely to dis-
appear if global warming goes beyond
1.5 degrees Celsius.

General Haitham Al Ghais
of the Organisation of Petroleum Ex-
porting Countries urged 13 of its mem-
ber countries to proactively reject any
text or formula that targets fossil fuels
rather than emissions. He added that
there is undue and disproportionate
pressure against fossil fuels. It created
shockwavesatthe CoP28 meeting in Du-
bai. European countries, island nations,
and civil society members were rattled.

Arab officials who met for a confer-
ence onregional energy cooperationin
Doha hitout atthe attempts to secure a
phase-out of fossil fuels at CoP28. Big
fossil fuel producersled by the UAE and
fast-growing developing nationslike In-
dia and China have been continuously
refusing to phase out fossil fuels. UN
Secretary General Antonio Guterres

said that phasing out is the only option

for containing warming withina thresh-
old of 1.5 degrees Celsius; those respon-
sible forwarming should phase out first
and immediately, and others can do 1t
at different dates in line with the rise in
temperature below 1.5 degrees Celsius
toprevent luw&t?ing nations fromdisap-
aring from the map. ‘
peThe scientists of the IPCC say that if
we are to limit warming to 1.50 Celsius,
coal must be phased out by 2050, oil
must come down by 50%, and coal by
45%. Only to phase down coal and not
oil and gas is a convenient narrative of
developed nations. The consumption of
oil and gasin the western world is enor-
mous and used for basic necessities to
keep houses warm in winter. IPCC re-
portsare understood to be manipulated
by developed nations. COP 28 should
have specified forwhom the remaining
quota of oil and gas after 2050 is avail-
able.

The conference document released
for the discussion on the last day omit-
ted the phasing out of fossil fuels. The
US, European Union, and vulnerable
nations expressed concern,and the US,
UK, and Australia threatened to walk
out, saying that they wouldn't sign the
death sentence for poor and vulnerable

~ nations. The document was modified,

and a deal for transitioning away from
fossil fuels so as to reach net zero by
2050 was approved. This is not strong
enough language to deter polluters.
The energy requirements of devel-
oping nations are largely met by coal.
Post-pandemic, there hasbeen a surge
in coal consumption in India, China,
Inda_:mesia, and Brazil. Inthe year 2022,
India’s coal consumption was 1.1 billion
tonnes, and China’swasawhopping 4.5
bglhtig tomfx%so (gne-fourth of nearly 56
gigatons o equivalent is emitted
by China, the highest GHG emitter in
the wotrld. In fact, India and African
countries should be allowed to use the
remaining quota of fossil fuels_
__The CoP28 deal also approved lim-
iing methane emissions by 2030, a
claus_enntwpportedby India. leesmck
rearing a_nd paddy cultivation push
_for emissions, which otherwise haye
important contributions to our rural

economy. CoP28 focusing on methane
Is unwise, as the gas hardly stays in the
atmosphere for a decade. As against
this, CO2is nonreactive and remains in
the atmosphere for hundreds of years.

Annual CoPs are a hoax, and world
leaders are unperturbed byfreguent and
desoructive clunanc catasorophes.

(The writer is the retired head of the
Forest Force, Karnataka)
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Revoke suspension
of Opposition MPs

security breach in parliament, which should have
been a matter of common concern for all mem-

ers, has led to a serious confrontation between
the ruling party and the Opposition. Last Thursday, 14
Opposition MPs—13 from the Lok Sabha and one from
the Rajya Sabha—were suspended from the House
for the rest of the winter session, following a ruckus
over the demand for a statement by Home Minister
Amit Shah on the intrusion of two persons into the
Lok Sabha the previous day. In the normal course, the
government should have made a suo moto statement -
on facts available and how the incident was handled.
It should have been ready to listen to and debate the
Opposition’s views. The nation would have benefited
from aninformed debate.

Instead, the government chose to expel the most
vocal MPs, accusing them of disruptive and riotous
conduct. Theactionturned outtobeacomedyoferrors
when one MP who was not present in the House was
also suspended. Explanations like bureaucratic slip-
up and mistaken identity are poor excuses and only
confirmthecharge thatdisciplinary
actions are taken with scant regard
for rules and conventions. The Op-
position is well within its rights to
demand answers from the govern-
ment and hold it accountable for its
acts of omission and commission.
Prime Minister Narendra Modiand
the home minister inappropriately
even made statements on the se-
curity breach outside parliament,
when there was a demand for the
government to make a statement
inside the House. .

Parliament is a forum for discussion and delibera-
tion and not confrontation. Both the government and
the Opposition have the responsibility to ensure that
it functions well, but the responsibility rests more on
the government and the ruling party. The government
should give the Opposition space to express itself in
parliament. It is when legitimate rights are denied that
the Opposition tends to become disruptive. The gov-
ernmentis using suspensions, expulsionsand privilege
moves against Opposition members more frequently
than at any time in the past. Such actions also amount

todepriving voters of their representation in the House.

Suspension is a measure to be used in the rarest of rare
cases. The current suspensions should be withdrawn

and the government should welcome a debate on the
security breach. It should not try to hide behind argu-
ments that the matter concerns the Speaker and not
the government, and that the Opposition’s motives are
political. Parliament is also a political forum.
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NEED AGRI-FRIENDLY
POLICES TO STOP
FARMER SUICIDES

HE number of suicides by farmers in India continues to

be high. Maharashtra, which traditionally held the top

slot among all states, reported 2,366 suicides by farmers

during the first 10 months of 2023. That amounts to 8 sui-

cides a day in Maharashtra alone. Other large states such
as Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, and Madhya
Pradesh, too, are not far behind.

As per the National Crime Records Bureau’s latest report, in
2022, as many as 11,290 farmers were reported to have died by
suicide, with the five large states accounting for a lion’s share.
In the demographic chart, farmers take the third spot while the
unemployed youth and students take the top two positions. Why
do farmers take their lives? The mounting debt and crop failures
are the prime reasons. Being unable to repay loans, farmers
drag themselves into penury, which in turn lead them to starva-
tion, land loss, and mental distress.

On the other hand, the vagaries of weather have resulted in
frequent crop failures,. Several farmers are found to be suffer-
ing from anxiety and insomnia. The unregulated production of
crops and the herd mentality of farmers have continued to cre-
ate a mess with production and concomitant pricing of the pro-
duce. The huge price-drop that forces farmers to dump their
produce is another villain. Unfriendly policies, anti-farmer
laws, corrupt administration, and inadequate crop insurance

and subsidies are also making life difficult for them. What 1s
alarming is that the country is unable to disentangle itself from
the familiar situations and save farmers once and for all. As per
the Economic Survey 2022-23, as much as 6o percent of India’s
population lives in the rural areas and 47 percent is dependent
on agriculture for livelihood.

It is vital that the agriculture infrastructure including silos
for grain storage, reefer networks and atmosphere—conu'o]lgd
transportation for perishable commodities, etc—is set up in
adequate measures. Making institutional finance and m@er
crop insurance available to farmers, and introducing G_:fffactlve
water management, prevention of crop failures and a minimum
support price regime even for vegetables and fruits can bring
peace. It is heartening that India has become self-reliant al}d
export-driven in several agri products. But if farmers remain
distressed, new-gen may move to other greenerpastures. The

government may need to bring in more farmer—ﬁ'iendl}f policies
to ensure their commitment and continued participation.
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